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' Certification of Librarians. 
BY W. H. BRETT, LIBRARIAN, 
Cleveland Public Library. 


Thal not attempt in this brief paper 

iseuss the relations of general civil 
to the service of the library. It 

te treated so fully as to make this 
eeessary. Mr. J. T. Jennings, Li- 
rian of the Seattle Publie Library, 
mitributed a paper to Public Libraries 
11909, and another to the Library 
al in 1911, based on his long ex- 

e in public libraries both under 
mtrol of civil service and free 

m it, and also upon a careful investi- 
gition of conditions throughout the 


ie fr. Jentiings’ principal objections to 
“service control as provided by 
of the civil service legislation are: 
“itst, the geographical limitation which 
a sttipusly hampers a local library, 
& Y preventing it from going outside its 

5 ers to secure competent peo- 


pe 


ple; 


second, the difficulty, Mr. Jen- 
nings says impossibility, of removal. 

The Library periodicals give repeated 
instances of the evil effects of a plan 
which thus takes the power of appoint- 
ment out of the hands of the govern- 
ing body of an institution; for in- 
stance, an inefficient member of the 
staff of a library was discharged by 
the librarian, she appealed to the civil 
service commission, the case was heard, 
the commission ordered that she be re- 
instated with back pay for the time 
she was out, on the ground that she 
was no more inefficient than she had 
been. 

Mr. Jennings’ third objection is most 
fundamental, namely, that an examina- 


tion is an imperfect test in that it can- 


not measure character, personality and 
essential integrity, those moral and 
spiritual qualities which are so import- 
ant that without them knowledge and 
skill are of little value. These can only 
be tested by probation, and the author- 
ities in immediate charge of the insti- 
tution are the only ones in a position 
to do this. 

The library board is constituted un- 
der the same legal authority as the 
civil service commission... It is com- 
posed of men whose average intelli- 
gence and integrity are as high as 
those of civil service commissioners. It 
seems illogical to take out of their 
hands the duty, of employing and_re- 
moving the members of the staff, 
which is usually specifically made their 
duty by the law which creates them. 








Mr. Jennings’ fourth objection is 
waste of time; and I believe this ob- 
jection will be upheld by librarians un- 
der general civil service. ; 
. Mr. Jennings in his article in Public 
Libraries, 1909, gives 4 sketch of the 
initiation and growth of civil service 
as an escape from the spoils system, 
and recognizes the great improvement 
it has brought about in methods of 
filling publie offices. I believe I am 
right in assuming that progressive li- 
brarians generally believe in civil serv- 
ice but that they are nevertheless fully 
aware of the serious objections stated 
by Mr. Jennings and believe that meth- 
ods of appointment based on examina- 
tion and special tests of fitness for li- 
brary service should be adopted. It 
seems obvious that a library board in 
the average community may be relied 
upon to make a better selection in the 
majority of cases than a general com- 
mission. It seems obvious also that 
any formal examination is an insuffici- 
ent test and that appointment should 
be on probation and appointees readi- 
ly removable if they prove lacking in 
the necessary personal qualifications. 

The proper course, in my opinion, is 
to distinctly separate the library from 
the business and political service of 
the community and definitely class it 
with the educational service, and then 
provide for it a method of examination 
and appointment suited to its needs, 
as has been done for the public schools, 
and give that method the authority of 
law, as has been done for the schools. 
This would finally do away with the 
efforts in various states to bring li- 
braries under general civil service, and 
the struggle on the part of the libraries 
to escape this. 

We have in many, possibly in most, 


progressive libraries, a practical and 


effective internal civil: service, but, in 
most cases, without authority of law. 
In Ohio, five years ago, a civil service 
law was introduced which proposed to 
include library staffs. To the argument 








that the important libraries in 
had their own examinations prey 
especially for their needs, the 
eates of the bill frankly replied 
they knew this but that the exam 
tions were voluntary on the pap 
library boards, could be suspen¢ 
will and should not, therefore, exe 
librarians from control of the eom 
sion as the teachers’ examinations } 
by authority of the state do exem 
My own opinion is that this positigg 
logical and that, every time civil g 
ice comes up for action in the Ie 
ture of any state in which librarieg, 
still exempt, they are in danger of 
ing included. The remedy for 
to be found in state laws for the exq 
ination and certification of librarian 


The control of these would natura 
be in the hands of the state 
authorities ; examinations with um 
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questions could be held at fixed timy@ This 
in different parts of the state, and { do, 
er libraries might be deputized to hag § load 
examinations for their sections, Tyg Will 
examinations would be qu =U; 
rather than competitive, to use Me™ ito 
Jennings’ phrase, and would furnishg§ brat 
list from which appointments might arm, 
made, and the power to dise _leeti 
would remain in the authorities of eah§ serv 
library, without outside interferen plac 
or control. 4s ing 
It would not be difficult to so ff : _ ful : 
a law that it would leave undisturbalg — Fe 
local librarians or assistants who wg ™" 
giving satisfactory service but would ta 
require the tests to be met by 1 » lew 
pointees and by librarians whe hadnt | 
passed the examinations in case of , 
pointment to another library. Tig wend 
should also recognize the diplo 7 
reputable library schools. In my¢ 
ion the standard of such examinati 1 i nade 
should be at the beginning, at i ; 
only moderately high. It would® et 
quite possible for any library oat 
to establish a higher standard formg Unit 
own service to hold a supplemental! book 


lective examination to which only mt 
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e bad passed the state tests would 
rible. 

h a plan would recognize the li- 

rary a8 an educational institution for 

special qualifications are re- 

red, would place it in this respect 

» a level with the school and would 

siiv settle the general civil service 


jon. 
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Libraries and the War. 


What is their relation? What can 
ies do at this time? How can 

y help? Many of them are asking 
» questions and attempting to an- 

r them.. Here are a few sugges- 
PS L Books in the Library. With the 
3 ing of the war most libraries 
have furnished books relating to 
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“the war and the countries at war in 
_ numbers according to their ability. 
“This, of course, they will continue to 
do, though small libraries should not 
‘joad up too heavily with books that 
‘will not be of permanent value. 


_ Upon the entry of the United States 
into the war the Des Moines Public Li- 
‘brary added military bulletins and 
‘army and navy manuals to their col- 
lection and perhaps the most immediate 
‘gervice that libraries can render is to 
place at the disposal of young men join- 
ing the army, books that will be help- 
ful in military matters. 
_ Few Iowa libraries can afford to buy 
_many such books, but there are certain 
‘ones which every person entering the 
service will be obliged to study, and a 
few of these should be purchased if 
possible. For a list of these books, or 
the loan of some, if not able to buy, 
send to the Iowa Library Commission. 
Another “lass of books which just 
_tow have a bearing on the war are 
books on gardening, vegetable grow- 
‘ing, ete, and many libraries are ad- 
vertising such books. To these should 
_ be added farm bulletins both state and 
United States. A very good list of 
books and bulletins has been prepared 
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by the State College at Ames and can 
be obtained through the Library Com- 
mission. 

Along the same line are books and 
bulletins on canning, drying of fruit 
and food presrvation, elimination of 
waste, ete., and these also libraries 
should provide. The Commission will 
also be glad to furnish a list of such 
material. 

In the ease of all these books there 
should be definite efforts made to call 
them to the attention of the public. 
The Des Moines Public Library has 
placed large placards in their windows 
calling attention to their war manuals, 
gardening and canning books. Many 
libraries have advertised them through 
the newspapers and displays and bul- 
letins in the library. Some libraries 
have issued lists. These and all means 
of advertising should be used. 


II. Co-operation With Other Organ- 
izations. Perhaps in this connectién 
the librarian may aid or even take the 
initiative in the formation of clubs of ° 
boys and girls in gardening, canning, 
ete. 

Another answer to the question may 
be found in help in Red Cross work. 
By action of the library board the 
Marshalltown Publie Library was made 
a recruiting station for membership 
and a room was offered to the Red 
Cross for aid in any form of its work. 

And here again the librarian may be 
obliged to assume the leadership in a 
membership campaign, or in giving 
other help. One librarian in the state 
took a Red Cross course that she might 
be prepared to give instruction in her 
library town. 

The Des Moines Publie Library, and 
probably others have taken part in the 
liberty loan campaign, and we believe 
it to be within the legitimate province 
of the library along the line of pa- 
triotism as well as the promotion of 
thrift. 


III. Books in the Camps. A more 


definite library task in which all, even 








the smallest library should have some 
part, is the provision of books for sol- 
diers in camp and field. 


Last year the Iowa Library Com- 
mission sent a number of books to the 
boys on the border, which were great- 
ly appreciated. Today the Commission 
is ready to work with the libraries of 
the state in providing books for the 
Iowa soldiers, but it is yet a question 
whether each state commission through 
the state Army Y. M. C. A. shall be- 
come a state distributing agency for 
its own soldiers, or whether there 
shall be a central organization through 
which all states shall work. 


Such a central ageney would seem 
to be a wiser plan for the same reason 
that it would be better to work 
through the state commissions rather 
than for each library to attempt to 
eare for the reading of its town boys 
as it will make available to the boys 
from each community and state not 
only individual and state contribution, 
but the contributions from the entire 
eountry. Each state commission, how- 
ever, will be the headquarters for the 
state and all contributions should be 
sent to them. 


Every library in the state should at 
once begin its collection of books and 
magazines for this purpose, contribut- 
ing all it can afford and soliciting do- 
nations ‘throughout the town. Then 
they should be held until called for by 
the Commission, as they are not yet 
needed in the camps, the plans of the 
A. L. A. Committee are not yet per- 
fected, and during the summer the 
Commission shipping rooms are crowd- 
ed. ‘Later a letter will be sent with 
directions for shipping, ete. 


In conclusion a word as to the per- 
sonal contribution of each librarian at 
this time. Just now I believe her place 
is in her library where with even 
greater earnestness of spirit than be- 
fore she should strive to make her li- 
brary a force in the community. 
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There may be boys and girls 
will be obliged to relinquish 
work, and to them she may be able ¢ 
give much help in repairing this 
loss. In the serious days to come : 
and women will turn to books 
reading as never before. Such hag} 
the experience in England and . 
and the librarian may have | 
ties she never has had before. 

In the midst of this she can contrib. 7 
ute her mite in the purchase of a liber. 
ty bond, in her share in the Red g 
gardening and canning work, as a 
will permit, and in such health and | 


strength producing activities as wi] & 


make her more physically fit for a 
service her country may call for in the. 7 
future. 4 
District Meetings. 7 
The 1917 district meetings of the _ 
Iowa Library Association were held © 
the last week in April and the first — 
week in May as described in the follow. 
ing reports. Seldom has the weather 
been so unpropituous, being cold and © 
rainy throughout and ending with five 
inches of snow on the night preceding — 
the meeting at Corning . : 
Nevertheless the attendance was a 
trifle in advance of 1916, being 208. Had — 
the weather been better and the roads — 
permitted automobile travel a much — 
larger number would no doubt have — 
been present at every meeting. 
The largest attendance was 49 at 
Cedar Rapids. The largest number of — 
libraries represented was 15 at both — 
Ames and Cedar Rapids. Cedar Rap- — 
ids also had the largest number of l- ~ 
brarians in attendance, 29, but the 
largest number of trustees was pres) 
ent at Storm Lake. The library hav- — 
ing the largest representation outside 
the entertaining libraries was Villisea 
with the librarian, assistant librarian ~ 
and five trustees. In all 79 libraries — 
were represented, 106 libratians were — 
present, 51 trustees, 14 college and — 
school librarians, 6 representatives of 






























Commission, two institution li- 
4 @ prarians and 8 visitors. 

@ The topics discussed were confined to 
oe) Publicity,’ ‘‘The library and the 
* school” and ‘‘ New and helpful books.’’ 
% ie ians were also asked to bring 
heir problems and difficulties and be 
hoe soe rd to tell of one new thing un- 
‘Qertaken in the library during the 


errs 


- Fone spirit of the meetings was most 
“@ excellent, all in attendance participat- 
- ing freely in the discussions, many 
‘ times the interest making it difficult to 
- dose the meeting. 

Lists of recent books were distrib- 
uted at each meeting and reference 
‘made by Miss Armstrong to the most 
helpful. Miss Armstrong also spoke at 
each meeting of the State Meeting in 
October and Miss Robinson told of the 

outcome of the legislative attack on 
the Commission and called attention to 

the Summer Library School. 

The presence and enthusiasm of Miss 
Armstrong, President of the I. L. A. 
added much to the inspiration and 
helpfulness of the meetings. 
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Northwest District. 
MISS ELIZABETH WALPOLE, CHAIRMAN. 


The annual meeting of the North- 
west district of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation was: held at Storm Lake, 

_ April 24th, Miss Elizabeth Walpole, the 
chairman, presiding. After the roll 
eall, to which the representatives of 
each library responded by standing, 
Miss Boehm of Sioux City spoke on 
“Publicity.” She brought out the fact 
that lending books was as much a busi- 
ness as selling books, and that the same 
publicity methods can be used in li- 
braries as in book stores, mentioning 
particularly display tables and bulletins. 
In the discussion which ensued many 
of the librarians gave interesting ac- 
counts of publicity work in their own 
libraries. 

Superintendent Akers of the Storm 
Lake schools followed with a talk on 
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‘*The library and the school,’’ in which 
he called attention to the work which 
libraries can do along educational lines. 
The morning session clossed with a 
talk by Miss Sheridan of Algona on the 
topic ‘‘Library instruction in the 
schools,’’ which aroused a lively dis- 
cussion. 

The afternoon session took the form 
of an ‘‘experience meeting’’ to which 
librarians and trustees brought their 
problems and difficulties, and also help- 
ful suggestions of new work under- 
taken during the past year. The dis- 
cussion was very informal and unusu- 
ally interesting. The meeting closed 
with a number of book reviews and 
lists of good novels which had been 
found especially popular. 

The visiting librarians and trustees 
were the guests of the Tuesday Club 
of Storm Lake at a luncheon in the 
library. 

(Reported by Gretta Smith) 





Middlewest District. 
MISS ISABELLA C. HOPPER, CHAIRMAN. 


Ames was the place of meeting of 
the Middle West District on April 25th. 
Advertising was the first topic taken 
up at the morning session and Miss 
Crosley of Webster City the first speak- 
er. She told briefly of the publicity 
work done by that library which in- 
cluded a winter garden in the chil- 
dren’s room which created much in- 
terest, bulletins and book lists, win- 
dow displays, work with the schools 
and the use of the newspapers. 

The discussion which followed added 
the suggestion of window signs in li- 
brary buildings, ‘‘up to the minute’’ 
bulletins on the bulletin board, and 
cozy corners with reading tables, lamps 
and rocking chairs. 

In the book discussion Mr. Brigham 
spoke of the ‘‘Letters of Richard Wat- 
son Gilder,’’ Miss Davis of good edi- 
tions of standards, Miss Terrill men- 
tioned several books of new fiction, 
Miss Dixon presented a list of books 








and pamphlets on gardening prepared 
by the Agricultural Department at 
Ames, and Miss Armstrong of the 
mimeograph list which she distributed. 

At the afternoon session the subject 
of ‘‘Instruction in the use of the li- 
brary’’ was taken up and Miss Helen 
Proudfoot told of the method used in 
Des Moines, including visits to the 
schools, classes in the library and cata- 
logue games. The story hour, a spe- 
cial written invitation and a summer- 
reading course with a diploma for a 
certain number of books read were ways 
in which the children had been at- 
tracted to the library. 

Miss Swem spoke of the distribution 
of books to the schools in Des Moines, 
and Miss Crosley gave an account of 
the course of instruction which she had 
given during the winter in the high 
school of Webster City consisting of 
six lessons. A discussion of the subject 
followed during which Miss Armstrong 
referred to the method used in the 
Council Bluffs Library. The point of 
view of the school was given by Pro- 
fessor Noble of Ames. 

Mr. Rush led the discussion of new 
things done during the year and de- 
seribed the plans followed in Des 
Moines to arouse interest. 

Visiting librarians and trustees were 
entertained at luncheon by the Ames 
Library Board and the Commercial 
Club and at the close of the afternoon 
session automobiles were provided for 
a visit to the State College where tea 
was served by the staff of the College 
Library. 

(Reported by Mary Marks) 





Middle-east District. 
MISS ELLEN G. STOCKER, CHAIRMAN. 
The meeting of the Middle East Dis- 
trict was held in the auditorium of the 
Cedar Rapids library on April 26th, 49 
librarians and trustees being in attend- 
ance at the two sessions. 
‘Miss Grace D. Rose of Davenport 
opened the discussion on ‘‘Publicity”’ 


with an account of their Publicity Week 
held during the winter, and of ther 
experience in calling in an advertiging 

expert to assist in preparing a foldep | 


for that occasion. She also spoke 
other publicity methods used by the lie 
brary, especially emphasizing the ‘ 
of the newspapers in advertising the li 
brary. i 

In the accounts of methods used in 
other libraries, one librarian spoke of 
featuring a single book in the library 
instead of a shelf full, and another of 
the use of post cards in notifying pa. 
trons of special books of interest 
Samples of leaflets and posters were 
also exhibited. a 

Instruction in the use of the library. 
both in grade and high school was the 
next topic taken up, Miss McRaith tel]. 
ing of the methods used in lowa . 
Miss Tarr in Clinton and Miss 
in Cedar Rapids. Miss Dondore of 
Iowa City also told of talks ‘by foreign 
students in native dress in the ehil 
dren’s room at the library which had 
been used as a method of attracting 
the children to the library. 

In Cedar Rapids, with the same ob 
ject in view, a School Reading Club 
had proved popular, a diploma being 
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given to each child who read a certain 
number of prescribed books. 
The discussions of problems and also 
new plans initiated during the year 
were very helpful. Work with foreign- 
ers also received attention, and the book 
symposium brought out many sugges 
tions for the purchase of new books, — 
At noon the visitors were entertained 
at luncheon by the library board at 
the Montrose and tea was served by the 
staff of the Cedar Rapids Library aft 
er the close of the afternoon session, ” 
(Reported by Anna M. Tarr) ~ 
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Northeast District. : 


”* 


MISS MARY E. KINGSBURY, CHAIRMAN, — 


The Northeast District of the lows 
Library Association held its 
meeting at Dubuque, May Ist. Mist 
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“Mary E. Kingsbury, librarian at Hamp- 
| ton, the chairman, presided. The 
‘weather was unpropitious, and Dubu- 
“ime is in the extreme eastern part of 
‘the district, consequently the attend- 
‘ance was not large. Some of the libra- 
wes in the district had sent librarian 
or assistants to meetings in other dis- 
tricts nearer home. Those who were 
t regretted that a larger num- 
were not there to enjoy the charm- 
hospitality of the Dubuque Library 
and the Dubuque Commercial Club. 


‘Mrs. Baird of Mason City opened 
the meeting with a recital of vari- 
gus methods of publicity which have 
been used in Mason City during 
the year. A booth at the North Iowa 
Fair, store window displays, and li- 
prary notices enclosed in water bills 
were some of the methods used with 
yery definite results. An interesting 
discussion of similar methods used in 
other libraries followed. Miss Wilcox 
of the Dubuque Library called atten- 
tion to the very attractive slides which 
they have used in the moving picture 
theatres, also to the set of ‘‘Seattle 
signs’’ put out by the Democrat Print- 
ing Company, which had been favor- 
ably noticed in editorials in the Satur- 
day Evening Post and the Chicago 
Tribune. Miss Armstrong, president of 
the Association, spoke of time-saving 
methods of making attractive posters. 
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Appointed leaders for the discussion 
of other topics were unable to be pres- 
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informal. Relation of schools and li- 

. brary is a most vital subject, and Miss 
Armstrong feels that one of the most 
important duties of every librarian is 
to instruct the boys and girls in the 
use of the librarv. She promised a 
demonstration at the State meeting at 
Iowa City in October. Miss Armstrong 
and Miss Robinson presented graded 
book lists, and Miss Robinson an- 
nounced that libraries might secure 
copies free by applying to the Com- 
mission office. 
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ent, consequently the discussions were 
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The visitors were entertained for 
luncheon at the Commercial Club, and 
later by an automobile ride around 
picturesque Dubuque, the city of 
schools and beautiful scenery. 

The afternoon session was devoted 
to a symposium on books of the past 


‘year which have ‘‘gone well’’ in the 


various libraries. Miss Armstrong 
presented, with comments, a most help- 
ful and comprehensive list compiled by 
the staff of the Council Bluffs Library. 
There were incidental discussions of 
problems, particularly charging sys- 
tems, but the time was limited, as the 
important subject of books had oc- 
cupied most of the afternoon. 

At the close of the meeting the staff 
of the Dubuque Library served tea in 
their newly furnished staff room, which 
was a delightful ending of an enjoy- 
able and profitable day. 

(Reported by Bertha S. Baird) 





Southeast District. 
MISS MAY B. DITCH, CHAIRMAN. 


The meeting of the Southeast Dis- 
trict was held at Fairfield on May 3d. 
The weather was unpropitious but nine 
libraries were represented at the morn- 
ing meeting. 

Publicity inside and outside the li- 
brary resolved itself into an account of 
methods used in each library. This was 
followed by a discussion of the prob- 
lems of those present, particularly those 
of interesting teachers in what the li- 
brary can do for them, the question of 
fines and library hours and hours of 
service. 

Under the topic, ‘‘ What the Librar- 
ies of the district have done of particu- 
lar interest during the year,’’ Miss 
Denny of Washington told of their art 
exhibit, of help given in the prepara- 
tion of club programs and of their 
distribution of book marks to the chil- 
dren; Miss Fields of Eldon, of their doll 
exhibit; Miss Wharton of Burlington, 
of High School work; Miss Fulton of 
Keokuk, of their musie collection which 





has been started, and Miss Reuvers of 
Pella, of their children’s hour and bird 
exhibit. 

The afternoon session opened with a 
book hour in which many of the librar- 
ians present participated. This was fol- 
lowed by a talk by Mrs. McKibbin of 
Mt. Pleasant on ‘How to Attract Chil- 
dren to the Library.’’ Among other 
suggestions she spoke of a story hour, 
celebration of special days, stereoscopic 
views, bird days, and bird club and na- 
ture talks. 

The meeting closed with a discussion 
on library instruction for school chil- 
dren led by Miss Kirk and Miss Arm- 


strong. 
(Reported by Mariam Wharton.) 





Southwest District. 
MISS HELENA S, LEFEVRE, CHAIRMAN. 


The meeting of the Southwest Dis- 
trict was held at Corning May 4th. 
Weather and trains were not conducive 
to an early gathering, yet on arriving 
there was a wide open door in which 
stood our hostess. She reminded us 
that the ‘‘Small cheer of the trip and a 
great welcome on arrival, makes the 
merry feast.’’ And to the feast we soon 
sat down, we referring to eleven board 
members and fifteen librarians repre- 
senting thirteen libraries. 

Miss LaMar told of ‘‘Publicity 
Week”’ held in Chariton last November. 
The minute detail of the effort to bring 
the library before the people of the 
town was most helpful to the company. 
The fact that the library is a common 
interest and should reach all people 
was strongly impressed. 

Superintendent Skorupinski of the 
Corning Schools made a strong plea for 
co-operation in the work of the school 
and the library and spoke of his school 
program which listed a teacher in the 
library every hour of the day. 

After lunch at-which the visitors 
were the guests of the Corning Com- 
mercial Club the program was resumed, 
and instruction in the use of the library 
24 





vance of material wanted. 





in grade and high school, and at 





ing children to the library wag ay e 


cussed. 


During the book hour recent bx 
which have been found usefy] 
mentioned by the librarians pre 
and Miss Armstrong spoke brieliy a 
a number of the books on a. mj 
graphed list which was distributed, “] 
part of the library in the present war 
crisis was also discussed. 
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Just before adjournment a ee 





of greeting was received from Mrs. 
M. Towner, President of the Corning 
Library Board, but now in Washingtay 
and a return message sent. 4 
Miss Jay contributed to the m neg 
an exhibit of posters used in the Shen. 
andoah library which were both j 
esting and suggestive. One read: : 














How Can I Help the Library? 







1. Use books carefully. 

2. Return books promptly. 

‘3. Make use of the card index, 

4. When possible give notice in a4. 






5. Be quiet, considering others ig 
the library. 


6. Bring your friends with you, 






Words of appreciation for the cour 
tesies of the Library Board and the 
Commercial Club were voiced in a rego. 
lution before adjournment. The vis 
itors were again guests of the Com- 
mercial Club at dinner at the hotel 
and thus closed what all voted to have 
been ‘‘A very good meeting.”’ 


(Reported by Mary N. Adams.) 


The Flag. 


Every library, of course, OWnSs all 
American flag which is now di 
on the outside or inside of the 
ing. ‘‘The Etiquette ceremonies of 
Star and Stripes’’ by Ide and 
lished at 65 Rutland Street, 
ean be purchased for 25c and 
be in every library. 
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Northwestern Railroads at 


Educational Center of Iowa—Home 


- of the State University f Iowa. 


Enjoys the advantage of three splen- 
did libraries. bes 

Summer School for Library Training 
conducted at University each summer. 
Many librarians in Iowa have attended 


_ this summer school. 


; —Promises to be one of the 
very best but with plenty of time to 
yisit libraries. . 
Her Welcome—lIowa City is know 
as one of the most hospitable cities in 
the west and expects the largest at- 
tendance in the history of the lowa Li- 
brary Association. 
Hotel Rates. 
Hotel Jefferson, Headquarters. 
Without Bath. : 
$2.25—2 persons 
2.50—2 persons 
Outside room 2.50—2 persons 
Outside room 3.00—2 persons 
4 large rooms, 7 people in each room, 
$10.50. 


Inside room 


With Bath. 
Outside room $3.50—2 persons 
Outside room 4.00—2 persons 
Outside room (2 beds) 4.00—2 persons 
Outside room (parlor 
floor) 5.00—2 persons 
Dining room service a la Carte. 
60e business luncheon. 
Club breakfast 25c¢ to 50c. 
Coffee room, cafeteria style. 


Burkley Imperial Hotel, opposite Uni- 
versity Campus. 

Single room with bath 

Double room with bath 


3.00 

Single room without bath. 1.00— 1.50 

Double room without bath. 1.50— 2.00 
Cafe in connection. 


Some Uses For the A. L. A. Catalog 
and A. L. A. Booklist. 


The A. L. A. Catalogs and Booklist 
have been called the librarian’s Bible, 
and the librarians of former days knew 
the 1904 Catalog by heart. The 1904-11 
edition she may not know as well, and 
the younger librarians may not know 
either. 

The 1904 edition is still useful in 
many ways and will repay the forma- 
tion of its acquaintance by those who 
do not know it, though many of its 
titles are now out of print and others 
have been replaced by newer and more 
up to date books. This is much less. 
true of the 1904-11 edition, which is 
still useful for book selection, while the 
Booklist, as has been repeatedly stated, 
is still the most valuable aid in book 
buying available to any library. 

All these publications have other uses 
as well, and every library should own 
a copy of both the 1904 and 1904-11 
Catalogs and at least the Booklists 
since 1911 bound, and all ready at hand 
for reference. The Subject Index to 
the Booklist for volumes 1-6 and vol- 
umé 7 are also valuable aids. In us- 
ing these helps note the year of the 
book in hand and turn to the volume 
corresponding to that year. 

Leaving out the question of book se- 
lection, the first use which I would 
suggest is Classification, and the fol- 
lowing routine is a good one: 

a. With the aid of the D. C. decide 
upon the class to which you think the 
book belongs. (A subject index is 
found in the 1904-11 Catalog.) 


b. Verify by turning to the class 
list of the 1904 or 1904-11 Catalogs or 
the Booklist of the year of publication 
of the book. 


ce. If not found there or in the sec- 
ond or third choice, turn to the author 
entry. This will show whether the 
book is included and a reference to its 
entry will give its class. 








d. For books not found,-a compar- 
ison with the descriptive notes of other 
books in the different classes will as- 
sist in determining its proper class. 

Cataloging. Help in cataloging is 
found in subject headings and names, 
though the older edition of the Cata- 
log does not contain the newer word- 
ings for subjects. These may be found 
in the Booklist, but the older edition is 
still reliable for standard forms. i*or 
example, use, cross referenee or omis- 
sion will show whether the subject 
heading for books on English history 
should be English History or England- 
History, whether English, French or 
American Literature should be used or 
Literature-English, French or Amer- 
ican, the subdivision to be used for 
countries and the best form where there 
is a choice of words. A cross reference 
will show preferred entry or other 
headings where books not there listed 
might be included. 

Names. No less useful is it in giving 
the correct form or spelling of a name, 
whether a pseud or real name should 
be entered and under which of several 
names of some women the entry should 
be made—whether Twain or Clemens 
should be used, Turgenev spelled Tur- 
genev, Turgenieff, Tourgeneiv, Tur- 
gueniff or some other way, and under 
which one of her various names Mrs. 
Frances Theodora (Smith) Dana Par- 
sons should be entered. 

Alphabeting. In alphabeting, the 
dictionary part of the 1904 edition of the 
A. L. A. Catalog will show you wheth- 
er ‘‘Richard, John William’’ should 
precede or follow ‘‘Richard Carvel,’’ 
whether ‘‘Richard I., King of English’’ 
should precede both, whether ‘‘Lon- 
don, Jack’’ or ‘‘London’’ (town) 
should come first, where ‘‘St.’’ should 
stand and whether ‘‘Me’’ and ‘‘Mae’’ 
should be alphabeted together. 

Reference. While perhaps the help 
in reference work is not as great, as in 
some other ways, the use of analytics 
in biography in the Subject Index to 








the Booklist will often enable a librarj. — 
an to turn for a biography to a chap. © 
ter in a certain book which otherwigg 






































might escape her. 

And if a library has no subject cata 
log and the librarian is not sufficiently J Al 
familiar with her books to recall what | 
she has on a subject called for, a refer. § A! 
ence to that subject in the A. L. A 
Catalog or Subject Index may suggest — 
books or at least the class in which they § Bu 
may be found. 4 

Finding List. The Catalogs or Sub- Ai 
ject Index may be converted into find. 
ing lists by checking or entering in Ift 
margin call numbers of: the books 
found there. For 

‘Public Documents. The 1904 A. L. A. 

Catalog and the Booklist from time to — N 
time, contain lists of public documents — Wi 
and entry under the subject is made in 4 
the Subject Index. The 1904-11 Cata- And 
log contains an entry for useful doen- 

ments under the different classes, To ] 

Reading Lists. Back numbers of the , 
Booklist contain excellent and very 
full reading lists on various subjects, Info 

Children’s Work. Children’s books | 
are included in all these publications For 
and as the older children’s books are 
as valuable as they ever were the juy- You 
enile list in the old edition of the A. 

L. A. Catalog is still usable. The 1904 Or n 
11 Catalog contains a Subject Index to 
children’s books which will be found 

useful for classification in a small i- And 
brary. 

The above do not exhaust the ways” From 
in which these publications may be 
made useful, but simply suggest a few You 
of them. 

Get a 
Our City Club House. 
There are always some people abroad You’ 
in a town she 
Who on certain diversions are likel | 
frown, On co! 
Yet they say there’s no place to which Th 
they can go, 
And no entertainment save what movies All in: 





show. 
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sie cost of the clubs is too much for 
ty their spending, 
Yet where shall they go as they find 


the day ending? 


4 All day they spend chasing the al- 


mighty dollar, 


All work and no play—no wonder life’s 


hollow. 


But rest for the body, refreshment of 


mind, 
A new outlook on life they always can 


If they use the free club rooms the city 
provides 

For whoever within its fair bound- 
aries resides. 


Newspapers a dozen, the latest and best, 

Wide news received daily from east 
and from west. 

And magazines over a hundred you'll 
find, 

To laugh over, study, or read, of your 
kind. 

Information is stored there, you’ve 
only to ask, 

For help of all kinds for light’ning 
your task. 

You may learn about witcheraft, or 
Cicero’s fate, 

Or mechanics or travel or war up-to- 
date. 


And books by the thousands on subjects 
diverse, 

From religion and nature, to love story 
and verse. 

You may freely take home all you 
want—there’s no limit, 

Get a card, sign your name—it won’t 
take a minute. 


You’re all welcome there from nine-. 
thirty to nine, 

On cold nights in winter or hot summer 
time. 

The comfortable chairs and the green- 
shaded lights 

All invite you to taste of the reader’s 
delights. 


So why not all use what you're sure 
to enjoy? 

There’s enough room for all, girl, wom- 
an, man, boy. 

The Marshalltown Library was built 
for you all, 

Just stop on the corner and make us 
a call. 


Library Staff, Marshalitown. L 





Library Publicity Again. 

At a meeting of the Advertising As- 
sociation of Chicago held in May, a ses- 
sion was devoted to public library ad- 
vertising at which addresses were made 
both by expert advertisers and librari- 
ans. The meeting was attended by li- 
brarians from a number of the larger 
libraries of Iowa, and its influence will 
be felt by others. 

For a full account of this session see 
article on the subject in the Public Li- 
braries for June. 

One of the results of the meeting was 
the appointment of a committee to 
work out a practical plan for a central 
publicity and advertising agency, for 
use of librarians in the central west, 
through which libraries may secure 
ideas for successful campaigns. This 
will be available to the small as well 
as the large libraries and be a saving 
of time and expense. 

Mr. John R. Ratto, President of the 
Chicago Advertising Club, and connect- 
ed with the Redpath Lyceum Burean, 
and one of the speakers at this meet- 
ing, is visiting a number of lowa towns 
in connection with Chautauqua work, 
and very kindly calling at the libraries 
of these towns with suggestions for ad- 
vertising. 

The publicity work recently done in 
the state includes that for Baby Week 
with book displays and posters in the 
library and lists of books in the papers 
at Burlington, Council Bluffs, Jefferson, 
Ottumwa and Washington, to which 
Clinton added window displays, Des 
Moines charts and placards with statis- 
ties, and Mason City a talk on Story 





telling for little children, by Miss Rains 
on the program given in connection 
with Baby Week. 

Bird charts with names of birds seen 
and children seeing them were dis- 
played at Clinton and Waterloo. A bird 
and flower contest without prizes was 
held at Muscatine, « bird house contest 
at Estherville, and’a bird essay contest 
at Cherokee, a garden contest at Ot- 
tumwa with publication in newspapers 
of lists of books. Garden seeds were 
distributed and a list of garden books 
published at Clinton. At Fairfield a 
list of garden books in the library was 
printed in the paper, and at Fort Dodge 
a table display was made of garden 
books and posters. 

In addition the Kendall Young Li- 
brary at Webster City had an exhibit 
of pictures and specimens from the vol- 
cano of Kelauea, Honolulu, Des Moines 
an interesting collection of shells from 
the Sanibal Islands belonging to Dr. D. 
W. Dickenson, and of the ‘‘ Made in Des 
Moines’’ sings which have formed a 
frieze in the Chamber of Commerce din- 
ing room for some time past, and a full 
page was devoted to the library in a 
recent issue of the Shenandoah papers. 

That advertising does pay is proved 
by the Carnegie-Stout Library, Du- 
buque, which reports a larger gain in 
circulation for the months of January, 
February, March and April, 1917, than 
for the whole year of 1916. 





Penn Pictures. 

The cycle of fifteen mural paintings 
by Violet Oakley in the Governor’s re- 
ception room in the Pennsylvania State 
Capitol at Harrisburg has been repro- 
duced in original colors by the Public 
Ledger of Philadelphia and may be 
purchased at 40c for the set. 

These mounted or framed will make 
a very attractive addition to any li- 
brary or children’s room. 

The Library Commission has an un- 
framed set which will be loaned on the 
same terms as other picture collections. 


Expansion of the D. C. for lows, 


In answer to various inquiries 
requests we print below the D. ©, ex.” 
pansion for Iowa. Under this shoulg 
be grouped all the books in a library 
ferring to lowa whatever the subject. 
They will thus be brought together 

n ‘‘Iowa Collection’’ built up. 

While the subdivisions do not entir 
ly conform to the class and country” 
numbers of the D. C., the differene : 
are so slight and so many of the } 
braries of the state are now classif 
under this expansion that a change 
now would not seem wise. ic 

The publications of the State Histor 
ical Society are readily classified unde s 
these subdivisions and the Library 
Commission will be glad to give defini 
class numbers of these or any other 
books which present difficulties.’ - H 


es pase 
ok = hoe 


a 7 

. 4 6 at, i 

Tete OD ORR NT Ee Soetiore 
a 


t 


¥ 


ry) 


977.7 lowa, history and descriptaas 
_ 977.71 Iowa, biography. 
977.72 Towa, history, civil war. 
977.73 Iowa, county and local. 
977.74 Iowa, community life. P 
977.75 Iowa, religion and education, ion. 
977.76 Iowa, government and legiaia 
tive history. 
977.77 low a, 
geology. 
977.78 Iowa, literature and art. 
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977.79 Iowa, periodicals. ‘ : 





4 
Book and Periodical Exchange. _ 
Any library wishing to purchase 
bound volumes of the annual Readers” 
Guide for the years 1910, ’11, 12, B_ 
and °14 may do so by writing to t . 
librarian of the Public Library, E 
ville, Iowa. The numbers are ] 
bound and in excellent condition. 





wishes to secure a copy of the first 
tion of the Iowa Laws for the I 
General Assembly, 1846. Address Mist 
Ione Armstrong, Librarian. a 


| 
The Council Bluffs Public Librar | 
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- Ames—The library of Captain Greeley 


his heirs. The collection includes 


, many rare and valuable books. 


Belmond—The dedication exercises 


of the Belmond Public Library were 


held in the auditorium of the library 


; at 8:30 on Wednesday evening, May 23, 
the birthday of the donor of the build- 


The formal address of the evening 
was given by Hon. T. P. Harrington, 


a former resident of Belmond and a 


member of the library board at Algona. 

A review of the history of library 
endeavor in Belmond and the presenta- 
tion of the keys to the city was made 
by Mrs. W. I. Rosecrans, and respond- 
ed to by Mayor W. C. Ramsay in a fit- 
ting speech: Miss Julia A. Robinson, 
Secretary to the Library Commission 
offered a few words of congratulation. 
Musie was furnished by Miss Ada New- 
gard, Miss Pearl Johnson and the Bel- 
mond High School Glee Club, and the 
program was concluded by the singing 
of America. <A reception followed the 
formal program. During the afternoon 
the schools visited the library and lis- 
tened to story telling. 

The Belmond library building, cost- 


~ ing $14,000, and the lot upon which it 


stands are the gifts of a public spirited 
citizen, Mr. Henry I. Crist. The lot is 
eentrally located, and is of sufficient 
size to give ample space for lawn and 
shrubs. 

The building is 46x53 feet in size, of 
fireproof brick with white stone trim- 
mings, The basement contains a club 
room and an auditorium with a seating | 
capacity of 300. The building is heat- 
ed by steam and lighted by electricity. 
A piano for the auditorium was also 
given by Mr. Crist. 

The library opens with about 1,000 
volumes, and was organized by Miss 
Hazel C. Clark, Commission Organizer. 
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Mrs. Anna Case has been selected as 
librarian, but Miss Arabella Woods will 
serve as acting librarian while Mrs. 
Case is absent attending the Summer 
Library School at Iowa City. 

Bloomfield—On the 21st of April a 
flag pole was erected on the public li- 
brary building and a new flag raised. 
The pole'is the gift of Major Doke, and 
the money for the purchase of the flag 
was given by Bloomfield citizens. 

Boone—Owing to the high price of 
labor and all kinds of building material 
it has been decided to postpone for the 
present the new addition to the Ericson 
Public Library. 

Centerville—Miss Elizabeih Gault, 
Librarian of the Drake Library for a 
number of years, was recently married 
to Mr. J. M. Houlette and in conse- 
quence has tendered her resignation to 
the library board. Mr. and Mrs. Hou- 
lette will reside in Boone. No appoint- 
ment has been made to fill the vacancy. 

Chariton—Miss Marie Grafton, an as- 
sistant in the St. Joseph, Mo., Public 
Library, has been selected as librarian 
of the Chariton Library and took up 
her work on May Ist. 

Clarinda—F our townships and three 
towns have again voted a half mill tax 
each for the coming year for the privi- 
lege of using the. Clarinda Library. 
This adds $1,100 to the income for the 
purchase of books. 

Clinton—Mr. E. E. Hecker, who has 
served as member of the library board 
since before the erection of the present 
building, died on May 9th. The li- 
brary was closed on Friday afternoon, 
May 11th, during the hour of his fun- 
eral. His successor has not yet been 
appointed. 

Miss Tarr, the Librarian, attended 
the library session of the Advertising 
and Publicity Conference held in Chica- 
go May 25th. 

A new bulletin board containing war 
maps and interesting side lights on the 
conflict has been posted in the library. 

Council Bluffs—During the winter 
and spring, meetings for the foreign 








born have been held at the library once 
a month on Sunday afternoon. In- 
teresting programs have been given, 
and the attendance has constantly in- 
creased. 

A handsome flag 10x20 feet has been 
presented to the library by Mr. John G. 
Woodward and has been hung from 
the baleony back of the loan desk as it 
is too large for use on the ordinary 
pole. 

Emmetsburg—Captain E. B. Soper, 
an active member of the library board 
for many years, passed away at Kan- 
sas City on Mareh 21st. 


Davenport—A new development in 
library service started recently in St. 
Louis will soon be adopted in Daven- 
port. Books will be sent to patrons 
by pareel post upon request and the de- 
posit of five cents to cover postage. 
This will often lessen the time of se- 
euring a book by a whole day. 

Illustrated travel talks on the Scenic 
West were given in the public library 
on the evenings of June 5th, 8th and 
12th. The lectures were free to the 
publie and special displays of books on 
the subject treated were on exhibition. 

Des Moines—Library Club — The 
April meeting of the Des Moines Li- 
brary Club was held in the Library 
Commission _ office in the Historical 
Building. <A very delightful illustrated 
lecture on ‘‘The Nature of Beauty”’ 
was given by Dr. Edwin D. Starbuck of 
Iowa State University, after which tea 
was served by the social committee and 
members of the Library Commission 
staff. 


The annual pienie of the Club took 
place at Union Park on June 12th when 
thirty-seven sat down to dinner, after 
which a ‘‘sham battle’’ took place. 

The officers elected for the coming 
year are President, Miss Reba Davis of 
the Library Commission; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Miss Ella MeLoney of the city li- 
brary; Secretary, Mrs. Lizzie Jones of 
the Historical Department; Treasurer, 


Mrs. Eva Page of Des Moines College ; 








Chairman, Program Commitiee, ia 
Rae Stockham of Drake Univergj 


Chairman, Social Committee, Miss Jes. 


sie Swem, city library. 


Des Moines—Library Comminsion Sy 





Miss Ruth Gass, General Assistant j 
the Commission office has been gran 
a leave of absence during the sup 
months, for mezzo soprano work with 
the Cecilian Choir in the Travers Wick 
Chautauqua Circuit. 

Des Moines—Public 
C. E. Rush has been offered the libra. | 
rianship of the Indianuwpolis Library, — 
and will assume his duties there August — 
1st. The Indianapolis Library hag a 
new $500,000 building which will be | 
ready for occupancy at that time. Mp 
Rush came to Des Moines from St. 
Joseph, Mo., in March, 1916. 

Vacation ‘privileges of six books é 
a time are being granted to high school 
boys who wish to do summer reading” 
while working on farms. They may be 
returned by parcel post and six others 
sent in the same manner. 

The annual tree planting ceremony 
on the library grounds took place April _ 
27th. The program was furnished by 
boys of the pre-vocational school in ob- 
servance of Arbor Day. The tree was 
donated by the city park department. 

Mr. C. E. Rush, city librarian, was 
one of the speakers at the library ses- 
sion of the Advertising and Publicity 
Conference in Chicago on May 25th. 

Miss Iris Irion, an assistant in the 
city library, was recently married to 
Mr. Harold M. Lansing of Des Moines, 

Dubuque—Indirect lighting fixtures 
have been installed in the auditorium 
of the Carnegie-Stout Library and add 
greatly to the appearance and useful: 
ness of the room. 

Dunlap—A beautiful flag was recent 
ly presented to the Library by the 
Women’s Relief Corp. 

Glenwood—Redecoration of the in 
terior of the library adds greatly to the 
appearance of the building. 

Grinnell—College Library—Mr. L. he 
Dickerson, Librarian of the Collen 
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é “brary, has been granted a leave of ab- 
gence to take the officers’ training at 
- Fort Snelling. Miss Isabel Clark will 
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be acting librarian for the balance, of 
the school year. 

Grinnell—Stewart Library—The res- 
ignation of Miss Nina Brecount as li- 
prarian, was made to the library board 
some time ago to take effect July Ist 
with the expectation of marriage in the 
fall to Mr. A. S. Henderson. Preparation 
for war, however, hastened the wed- 
ding which took place in April. 

Grundy Center—Washington Town- 
ship trustees have voted a library tax 
for the township, a joint arrangement 
having been made between the Grundy 
Center and Reinbeck libraries to divide 
the tax in order to accommodate the 
largest number of people. 

Hampton—A piano has been pre- 
sented by Mrs. W. L. Robinson to the 
eub room of the library. While not 


entirely new it will be of much use in 


this room. 
Indianola — Simpson College — Miss 
Martha McCabe has resigned her posi- 


tion in the college library to take a posi- 


tion in Washington, D. C. 

Iowa City—The 10th anniversary of 
the opening of the children’s depart- 
ment in the city library was celebrated 
on May Ist by special story hours for 
all the children in the city of whom 300 
were in attendance. It is proposed to 
make this an annual affair. 

Keokuk—A large American flag floats 
over the public library for the first 
time in the long history of Keokuk. 
The war added a stimulus to the at- 
tempts which have been made by the 
trustees for years. Architectural and 
engineering obstructions make the ef- 
fort almost impossible and it was only 
accomplished now by the building of 
an extra stairway, re-enforcing the 
roof and doing a number of other nec- 
essary things to make the pole secure 
and prevent leakage of the roof. 

Malvern—The new Carnegie building 
was informally opened to the pub- 
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lic on Saturday, June 2nd, the formal 
dedication being postponed until the 
grounds can be put in order. Muss 
Gretta Smith of the Commission has 
assisted the librarian, Mrs. Roberts, in 
organizing the library. : 

Marshalltown—Miss Jane Skegg, as- 
sistant in the publie library has re- 
signed her position to accept one with 
the Redpath Vawter Lyceum Bureau 
as story teller and cashier. 


Mason City—The last story hour of 
the season was made the occasion of 
the opening of the new children’s room 
on the second floor of the library build- 
ing. A formal opening to the publie 
will be held in the fall. 

The new room will occupy the south 
half of the second floor. The charg- 
ing desk will be placed in the small 
room in the center with a large room 
on the west for the story hour and on 
the east for a general reading room. 


The wood work and all tables, 
benches and chairs are of oak—finished 
a walnut brown—and the walls are 
tinted cream. Attractive light fixtures, 
furnishing, and indirect illumination, 
add to the beauty of the rooms. Bat- 
tleship linoleum of tan covers the floor. 
Folding doors separate the rooms and 
when opened, permit the children’s i:- 
brary to be used as a large hall. Lit- 
tle round tables, tiny chairs and minia- 
ture benches complete the furniture. A 
feature that is sure to delight the chil- 
dren are the open fireplaces in the story 
hour room and the reading room. 

Two smaller rooms are being finished 
on the second floor—the northwest 
room to be used as a work room for 
repairing books and the northeast room 
as a rest room for the staff. Ample 
closet room for coats, a couch, and a 
lavatory for the staff are included. 

The main floor improvements consist 
in the reorganization and enlargement 
of the reference room. All reference 
books will be placed on the shelves of 
the southwest room, formerly used as 
the children’s reading room. New tables 








and dictionary racks have been pur- 
chased for the reference department. 
The cataloging department will be 
placed in a small room in the northeast 
corner. New shelves have been placed 
around the walls of the assembly room 
in the basement, for storing books. In 
this collection. there are many rare 
books of historical interest, presented 
by the Memorial University Library— 
including the Journals of the Continen- 
tal Congress of 1774, 1775 and 1778, and 
the Annals of Congress of 1789. 

Muscatine—Mrs. P. M. Musser, wife 
of the giver of the P. M. Musser Li- 
brary building and mother of Mr. C. 
R. Musser of the library board, died 
suddenly at Manhattan, Kansas, on 
May 24th. Although not officially 
identified with the library herself, her 
interest in all that pertained to its suc- 
cess was so great that her death comes 
as a distinct loss to all connected with 
it. 

Nashua—An entertafnment on the 
evening of May 8th was given by the 
pupils of the different grades of the 
public schools for the benefit of the 
public library, and was greeted by a 
large audience. The sum _ received 
therefrom will be expended for much 
needed books. 


New Hampton—Miss Bessie Seat 
one of the librarians of the public li- 
brary, recently suffered a serious in- 
jury to her left eye when a liquid con- 
taining ammonia was accidentally dis- 
charged into her face. It was feared 
at first that her eyesight would be 
destroyed, but She has recovered suf- 
ficiently to again take up her work at 
the library. 

Reiifield—The annual library tag day 
was held on June Ist and beginning on 
that day a trial of,six months will be 
made of running the library free. If 
this proves successful the plan will be 
continued permanently. 

Rockford—Through the efforts of 
the Library Committee of the Civic 
League a library has been opened in 





the Rest Room operated by the Qg 
mercial Club. A petition has also be 
presented to the city council 
that a special-election be called to ye 
on the establishment of a library, ~ 
Sac City—By the will of the ly 
Mrs. Loring a bequest of $1,000 is x 
to the city to be invested by the 
brary board, and the income expende 
in the purchase of books of biograph 
for the library. ~~ 
Sioux City—A collection of Japaneg 
panels were on exhibition in the pub 
library during April. This colleetig 
was presented to the American 
brary Association by the Japanese goj 
ernment at the close of the Pan Ame; 
ean Exposition and is loaned to 
libraries of the country. The majori 
of the pictures are of flowers and 
mals, trees and fruit with a few po 
traits. 4 
Storm Lake—On May 6th the lib 
board met with a loss in the death: 
Dr. L. M. Nusbaum, who was appoint 
to the board in July, 1914. He w 
so occupied in the practice of his p 
fession and in many public matters th 
he held no office on the library boar 
but was greatly interested in the wor 
of the library and a regular attendam 
at board meetings. Resolutions of f 
spect were passed by the board at 
May meeting. ¥ 
As hus been done in previous year 
instruction in the use of the libra 
was given by Miss Walpole to 
pupils of the 8th grade, early in May 
The public library will send 3 
books to the camp of the Club Gitk 
Council of the Y. W. C. A., which Wi 
be held in Storm Lake June, 28th 
July 7th, and a high school ‘girl ¥ 
be present each day to have charge 
loaning them. This is a widenin 
the library’s opportunity as five s 
will be represented. a 
West Liberty—New. shelving h 
been placed in the library which ¥ 
fill a need whieh has been apparent 
some time. 
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